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Riki Turofsky Master Class in Voice with 
Adrianne Pieczonka, soprano 


The Faculty of Music is delighted to welcome alumna soprano Adrianne Pieczonka for this year’s 

Riki Turofsky Master Class in Voice. Internationally celebrated for her interpretations of Wagner, 
Strauss, Verdi and Puccini, Canadian soprano Adrianne Pieczonka has brought to life such powerful 
female characters as Senta, Chrysothemis, Sieglinde, the Marshchallin, the Kaiserin, Tosca, Elisabetta, 
and Amelia on leading Opera and Concert stages in Europe, North America, and Asia. 


Welcome from Riki Turofsky (Video) 


Regnava nel silenzio (Lucia di Lammermoor) by Gaetano Donizetti 
Noelle Slaney, soprano 


Que fais-tu, blanche tourterelle (Roméo et Juliette) by Charles Gounod 
Nathania-Rose Chan, mezzo-soprano 


Il mio tesoro (Don Giovanni) by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Ben Done, tenor 


-Brief Pause- 


E lucevan le stelle (Tosca) by Giacomo Puccini 
Burak Yaman, tenor 


Hai gia vinta la causa (Le nozze di Figaro) by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Danlie Rae Acebuque, baritone 


Alternate: 


Spargi d’amaro pianto (Lucia di Lammermoor) by Gaetano Donizetti 
Heidi Duncan, soprano 


Spencer Kryzanowski, piano 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. 
For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and the 


Mississaugas of the Credit. 
Today, this meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are 
grateful to have the opportunity to work on this land. 


Adrianne Pieczonka, soprano 


Internationally celebrated for her interpretations of 
Wagner, Strauss, Verdi and Puccini heroines, Canadian 
soprano Adrianne Pieczonka has enjoyed a career 
spanning over 30 years. After completing her studies 
at the University of Western Ontario and University of 
Toronto’s Opera Division, she won First Prize at the s- 
Hertogenbosch Singing Competition in the 
Netherlands and First Prize at the Mady Mesple 
Competition in France in 1988. 


She began her career at the Vienna Volksoper in 1989, 
and in 1991 she joined the Vienna State Opera where 
she has sung a wide repertoire from Mozart to 
Wagner for many years. Adrianne has sung at every 
major opera house including La Scala, Royal Opera 
House Covent Garden, Teatro Colon, Paris, Munich, Dresden, Berlin, Hamburg, The Metropolitan 
Opera, Canadian Opera Company, Los Angeles Opera, San Francisco among many others. Her 
signature roles include Tosca, The Marschallin, Chrysothemis, Ariadne, Arabella, Senta, Amelia (Un 
ballo in Maschera) and Elisabetta (Don Carlo). She performed at the prestigious Bayreuth Festival, 
singing Sieglinde in Die Walkie in 2006 and 2007 and sang Senta in The Flying Dutchman in 2012. She 
has appeared numerous times at the Salzburg Festival and at the Glyndebourne and Edinburgh 
Festivals in the UK. 


Adrianne has performed under Sir Georg Solti, Claudio Abbado, Daniel Barenboim, Riccardo Muti, 
James Levine, Zubin Mehta, Yannick Nezet-Seguin, Christian Thielemann, Kent Nagano among many 
others. Adrianne has also performed internationally on many concert and recital stages, recently 
performing Schubert’s Winterreise in Madrid and Toronto. Her recent CD, Lyrical Echoes, was 
released on the Analekta Label in 2021 and features Lieder by Clara Schumann, accompanied by 
pianist Liz Upchurch. Adrianne was named Kammesangerin by the Vienna State Opera in 2007 and 
was named Officer of the Order of Canada in 2008. In 2009 she became a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Canada. Her Puccini Aria CD won a Juno in 2010 and in 2011 she was awarded the Paul de Hueck 
and Norman Walford Career Achievement Award. She holds honorary doctorates from The University 
of McMaster and The University of Western Ontario. Adrianne is Chair in Voice at the Glenn Gould 
School, Royal Conservatory of Music. 


A message from Riki Turofsky 

When | was a student at Opera School, we did not have master classes with visiting artists. After 
graduation | participated in classes with exceptional artists like Lotte Lehmann, Pierre Bernac and 
Martial Singher. Those unique experiences are indelibly printed in my memory and were crucial to my 
development as a singer. It gives me great pleasure to fund this series of Master Classes in Voice and 
to have the brilliant soprano Adrianne Pieczonka as our special guest this year. | plan to continue to 
sponsor other great artists in this series in the years to come. Sincerely, Riki Turofsky 
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